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of the American Colonies, in all of which instances
a community struggling for its rights and liberties
found a cordial and a solace in religion. There is
no mystery about the chain of causes which led to
this result. Roman Catholicism as a creed is essentially
absolute and exclusive. It claims that God has given
to the world a single depository of inflexible truth,
and, finding this depository in the Catholic Church,
argues that no other creed can be tolerated because
no other creed can possibly be true. The Protestant
and the Jew can hardly be saved, but they can be sup-
pressed or converted, and it is the business of the
Christian State to suppress or convert them. Nothing
but error and confusion can result from the policy
of tolerating the public worship of dissidents. No
State tolerates crime ; no State should tolerate that
which is more serious than crime, the error which
destroys souls and defeats the beneficent purpose
of God. From these premises it follows that every
member of the Christian State must necessarily be
considered as a member of the Catholic Church.
He is baptized, married and buried with Catholic
rites. His education is conducted under Catholic
supervision. No one save a priest possessing the
appointed orders of the Church may wed him ; no
one may dissolve his marriage. At all the solemn
moments of life the Church intervenes with her holy
sacraments and her imperious injunctions, emphasizing
the original sin and depravity of man, and exhibiting,
in contrast to this imperfection and reluctancy of
fallen nature, the splendour of a spiritual renewal
following upon an easy acquiescence in her rites.

Long before the outbreak of the Revolution this
conception of the unity and fixity of truth had lost